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ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
Diocese of Westminster 

 

 
Special Educational Needs and Disability Report 2020 

 

Mission Statement - ‘We are special people on a journey, growing and learning together in search of excellence 
as we follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
 
Community Prayer - Let us pray for one another, no matter what our culture, nationality, disability or 
gender, let us all be one in His name.’ 

 
In English Martyrs School all pupils are valued as equal, differences are celebrated and all are 
expected to achieve high standards relevant to their abilities.  
 
How we support children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. 
 
English Martyrs Catholic Primary School is a one form entry provider for pupils aged 3 to 11 
years and was rated a ‘Good’ school in the 2017 Ofsted Inspection. 
 
We welcome the views of all parents and carers who are invited to attend termly Parent – 
Teacher meetings and SEND review meetings, parents are encouraged to make further 
appointments when necessary to discuss their child’s needs or concerns.  
 
Pupils are also encouraged to share their concerns and opinions during Annual Review meetings, 
in class Circle Time and School Council meetings. The Parent and Pupil Surveys are used to 
gather their views and inform our curriculum and planning. 
 
How do we identify pupils with special educational needs and disabilities? 
 
To help identify whether pupils may be in need of additional support we offer parents the 
opportunity of a home visit to establish any concerns they may have about their child’s 
development and possible physical, social or emotional needs. Regular assessments take place in 
Early Years Foundation Stage, beginning with the ‘7 week snapshot’ in Nursery and culminating 
at the moment, in EYFS Profile of each pupil across 17 areas of learning. These observations and 
assessments aim to identify any barriers pupils may have to learning so that teachers can arrange 
additional support or contact appropriate agencies to support the pupil. As pupils progress 
through the school they complete end of Key Stage 1 and 2 National Assessments as well as 
regular formal and informal assessments which help to identify pupils with learning needs.  
 
We use a ‘stepped programme’ of teaching strategies to help identify pupils in need of additional 
and / or professional intervention support. 
 
Teachers communicate regularly any concerns they have with our team of Special Needs support 
teachers at termly highlighting meetings and appropriate intervention programmes are identified 
for pupils who need extra support.  
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Parents are invited to attend termly parent & teacher conferences where they can raise concerns. 
Parents are encouraged to request meetings with teachers at any time if they have further 
concerns about their children’s learning.   
 
How do we support our pupils with special educational needs and disabilities? 
 
Provision for pupils with special educational needs and disabilities is managed by the Special 
Educational Needs Support Team that includes Headteacher, SENCO and Assistant Deputy 
Headteacher who analyse pupils’ performance termly and monitor the impact of the additional 
support provided. The school maintains a Provision Map of all pupils receiving additional 
support and this is reviewed and updated termly according to the needs of the pupils. 
 
Teachers highlight the needs of pupils to our team of Special Educational Needs Support Staff 
who provide small group support for pupils with additional needs within the classroom or in 
additional classrooms.  
 
Class teachers offer a creative and cross curricular approach to provide pupils with a wide range 
of learning opportunities to cater for their varying learning needs.  
 
A team of support staff provide curriculum support, particularly in English and Mathematics and 
for pupils’ wellbeing. They provide direct teaching for small groups of pupils with low prior 
attainment to enable them to access the wider curriculum and make expected progress and more. 
 
SEND pupils are provided with a range of resources to support their learning, these include 
software programmes, visual aids and a range of interactive resources. 
 
Teachers are alert to the varying needs of pupils with SEND and adapt their teaching style 
accordingly.  
Specialist teachers advise staff on how to provide for the specific earning needs of groups of 
pupils or individual pupils with specific learning needs, these currently include Phoenix Outreach 
to support autistic pupils and a Barts Health Speech and Language Therapist for pupils with 
language and communication difficulties.  
Programmes to support pupils’ communication and language are delivered by experienced non-
class based teachers and  2 Elklan trained teaching assistants, starting in the nursery and 
continuing in Key Stage 1 and 2 as appropriate. 
 
Teaching Assistants and Teachers meet weekly to plan for pupils and prepare necessary resources 
for lessons, PSPs Personal Support plans are completed for pupils with EHCPs.   
Pupils are set SMART targets to achieve in order to improve their learning and attainment; pupils 
are closely monitored to ensure they make suitable progress towards the next stage in learning. 
Designated teaching assistants work alongside teachers in the classroom to support direct teacher 
interventions and to encourage and support pupils to remain on task and complete work. 
Intervention Programmes are delivered to pupils identified with particular difficulties in Speech 
and Language, working memory, English or Numeracy.  
 
Regular assessment is used to monitor pupils progress, where progress is significantly slow 
specialist support is provided by Education Psychologist, Speech Therapist and other 
recommended services as appropriate to the needs of the individual child.  
 These specialist services have provided regular workshops for all teaching and support staff to 
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highlight awareness of pupils’ learning needs and appropriate strategies to employ.  Where 
appropriate they also meet with parents to share best practice and strategies.  
 
The SENDCO liaises with class teachers, support staff and outside agencies to ensure that the 
school’s education provision enables children to make sufficient progress. 
 
Attainment of SEND pupils in English Martyrs School has consistently been above Local and 
National levels of attainment. 
 
The Management team review the school’s provision for pupils and allocate resources according 
to the needs of each class. Teaching Assistants are allocated to each class to provide additional 
support for pupils on a daily basis. 
 
How we decide what resources we can give to a child with special educational needs and 
disabilities? 
 
The school SEND Provision Map is drafted at the beginning of each academic year and identifies 
the pupils with additional needs as well as pupils who failed to make sufficient progress the 
previous year.   
Termly highlighting meetings for EYFS&KS1 and KS 2 are held with SLT and Education 
Psychologist to review provision. 
The ‘Assess – Plan - Do’ structure is implemented for all pupils and resources, both human and 
practical, are allocated according to needs following all assessments. 
The Senior Leadership team allocate the support staff to work with classes where they can best   
utilise their skills and training to meet the needs of pupils. 
Parental views and permission are always sought when dealing with external agencies.  
A sensory room is available to enable children, particularly those with ASD, to access the 
curriculum and intervention strategies in a quieter environment. 
 
How we check that a child is making progress and how we keep parents informed. 
 
The termly cycle of assessment enables the school to identify how much progress pupils make 
from year to year. Termly parent / teacher meetings are held to share information with all 
parents and additional meetings are held to share information between all agencies involved with 
pupils with additional needs.  
Pupils working below the expected Standard are assessed using B Squared  
 
Yearly reports to parents indicate pupils’ levels of attainment in Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics and indicate to parents how well their child is progressing towards the expected 
levels of attainment.  

 
Parents are consulted about the support their child will receive, the expected outcomes of that 
support as well as the resources and assistance to be provided. 
Key Stage Leaders and English and Mathematics Subject Leaders provide workshops for parents 
in Reading, Writing and Mathematics at each Key Stage to enable parents to support their child’s 
learning at home.  
 
Support we offer for children’s health and general wellbeing. 
 
We aim to ensure that all pupils have the right to a safe, happy, healthy learning environment 
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where all are able to learn and achieve success. We are alert to pupils emotional and mental 
health and wellbeing particularly since COVID-19 and the impact school closure may have had 
on pupils and families. 
 
Two staff have completed Mental Health training and a further ten staff completed TQUK Level 
2 Understanding Children and Young People’s Mental Health in Spring 2020. 
 
Our Learning Mentor provides one to one support as well as group work for pupils who may 
have social, emotional or behavioural needs. She has received accreditation and is a registered 
ELSA Emotional Literacy Support Assistant. 
 

 Three staff members are trained to deliver the Rainbow Programme aimed at pupils who have 
experienced or anticipate a bereavement or loss.  

 
Pupils are offered music therapy (small groups). 
 
Our Teaching Assistants are allocated to each class to offer care and assistance for all pupils and 
may be allocated to specific pupils who need more regular individual support within the 
classroom or in a sensory room.  
 
Outside agencies are invited to provide workshops for classes or whole school, to promote 
positive relationships between pupils regarding bullying, online safety, personal relationships and 
drug abuse resistance education. 
 
Weekly Circle Time in each class facilitates opportunities for pupils to raise concerns and express 
their views.  
 
Post boxes in classrooms encourage pupils to make suggestions and raise concerns or express 
their views in a private forum. 
 
Additional adults who work in school or after school activities are informed of pupils’ needs and 
learning styles appropriate to their work with that child. 
 
All staff receive Safeguarding, Health and Safety and First Aid training.  
 
Our ‘Safeguarding’, ‘Health and Safety’, ‘Online Safety’ and ‘Behaviour and Discipline’ policies 
aim to keep all pupils safe and healthy while enjoying their learning experiences.  
 
We adhere to LA Guidance on Managing Medicines in School and Personal Care provision.  A 
wet room and shower facility are available. 
 
Specialist external services we use when extra help is needed: 
 
Education Psychologist to assist the assessment process for pupils with SEND. 
Behaviour Specialist from Cherrytrees to advise on inclusion for pupils with severe behavioural 
needs. 
SEND specialist teacher to support SEND Leadership Team, Teachers and Teacher Assistants 
working with SEND pupils. 
Specialist link worker from Phoenix Outreach to advise on inclusion of pupils on the Autistic 
Spectrum. 
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P.E. specialist advice from Phoenix Outreach to support pupils with gross motor needs 
Speech therapist employed by school for one half day each week (Barts Health) 
 
The training our staff have had or are receiving: 
Weekly training opportunities are provided by Speech Therapist and LA SEND Advisor for 
SENDCo, Teachers and Teaching Assistants to support the delivery of Personal Support Plans 
and intervention programmes / strategies for SEND pupils.   
 
Training has been provided on the following aspects of pupils’ learning difficulties; 

    ‘Attention Activities’ provided by BARTS speech and language services. 
SCERTS, TEACCH posting activities, PECS - Picture Exchange Communication Signage for 
visual strategies for pupils with language and communication difficulties provided by Phoenix 
Outreach. 
 
Rainbows Training has been provided for three staff from Westminster Children’s Society to 
support pupils who have experienced bereavement and loss. 
 
Dyslexia 
Working Memory techniques 
Speech and Language acquisition 
Gymnastics for pupils with physical strength/coordination needs 
Non Verbal play 
 

External Services - Local Authority SEND Adviser is employed for half day each week 
and provides support to all staff in planning and teaching for pupils with SEND. She is 
also available to work directly with SEND pupils and provide guidance and support to 
parents. 
 
Resources - Advice is provided by LA SEND Adviser and specialist services to ensure 
accommodation and resources are appropriate to the needs of SEND pupils. 
 
How do we include children in activities and school trips? 
 
Risk assessments are carried out for all extra-curricular activities so that all pupils are included. 
Additional adult support is provided to minimise risk and ensure inclusion for all pupils.  Parents 
are invited to attend school trips to help supervise pupils and ensure parent / pupil ratio. 
 
Our school environment 
 
The school Nursery class, foyer, dining hall and playgrounds are fully accessible, one disabled 
toilet facility is situated in the foyer and another, which includes a wet room, is situated in the 
Nursery class. While our current classrooms are not accessible the school library facility would be 
designated the most accessible classroom should the need arise.  
 
Outreach classroom areas within the school and in the separate Garden House have been 
designated as learning environments to cater for additional sensory, emotional and / or physical 
needs of SEND pupils. 
 
How do we prepare for children joining our school and leaving our school? 
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New applicants are welcomed to school and encouraged to visit and tour the school with the 
Headteacher or Senior Admin Officer. We provide a further welcome / induction meeting for 
new parents and pupils on entry to Nursery and other classes as well as opportunity for home 
visit. These opportunities enable parents and school staff to discuss specialist provision necessary 
should a pupil require additional support. 
 
Secondary Transition is supported and pupils with SEND can be escorted to their new school by 
our Learning Mentor or their class teacher to facilitate a smooth transition. We contact the 
current school for any ‘in year admissions’ to request all pupil records to ensure smooth 
transition. 
 
How are parents involved in school life? 
 
Parents are encouraged to become active in the Friends of English Martyrs parents’ association 
and as members of the Governing Body. 
 
The Governing Body provide a forum for parents to share concerns and / or suggestions at each 
termly parent teacher meetings. 
 
Parent surveys enable parents to share their views and concerns. 
Teachers hold a variety of workshops to guide parents on strategies to support their children’s 
learning and wellbeing 
Translators are invited to attend key meetings to translate for parents whose first language is not 
English. 
 
Who to contact for more information or to discuss a concern. 
 
Parents are invited to meet with class teacher and if in need of further advice then a meeting is 
arranged with the SENDCo or the Headteacher. 
 
General admissions enquiries are made to Mrs Boccius, our Senior Admission Officer who will 
arrange a meeting with Mrs Pannell the SENDCo and /or Miss Nugent Headteacher to discuss 
how the school would be able to cater for children’s particular needs. 
Miss Freeman assists with pupils with learning difficulties in Key Stage 2 
Miss Hancock assists with pupils for whom English is an additional language 
Miss O’ Dea assists with pupils with learning difficulties in EYFS and Key Stage 1  
Mrs McInroy the Learning Mentor supports pupils with social and emotional needs 
Mrs Moore, Mrs Paterson and Mrs McInroy provide the Rainbows programme for children who 
have experienced loss or bereavement. 
 
Your guide to  information and  services for families in Tower Hamlets please visit the Local 
Offer website www.localoffertowerhamlets.co.uk 
or call  on 0207 364 6495 
or email fis@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
 
Tower Hamlets Parent Advice Centre Tel:  0207 364 6489 
 
Tower Hamlets SEND Department 
5th Floor Mulberry Place, 
London 

http://www.localoffertowerhamlets.co.uk/
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This SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) Report for English Martyrs 
School was prepared in June 2020.   
 
This SEND Report will be reviewed in June 2021 


