
Key Stage 2 Reading



Aims of this Presentation

➢ To explain how we teach reading in Key  
Stage 2 

➢ To explain the different aspects of reading

➢ To explain how you can help your child at  
home



The Power of Reading 
➢ The ability to browse for information helps children to learn and to find facts. Children 

who read widely are curious, interested and ask questions. 
➢ Reading encourages them to think about “if” and “why?”
➢ Reading different kinds of books about different people and situations helps children to 

make sense of the world we live in and to think about why or how others think and 
behave the way they do. Sometimes reading about people facing up to problems or 
strong feelings can help children find ways of coping with their own emotions.

➢ Reading is the perfect way to develop vocabulary and to become aware of how 
language can be used to communicate. 

➢ Being a reader will improve your child’s spelling and writing and will provide a solid 
foundation for learning across the curriculum.

➢ Above all, giving children the opportunity to read for pleasure will last them a lifetime.



How we Learn to Read

Phonics & Word Recognition
The ability to blend letter sounds (phonemes) together to read words. 
The ability to recognise words presented in and out of context. 

Understanding 
The ability to understand the meaning of the words and sentences in a text. 
The ability to understand the ideas, information and themes in a text. 

➢ Being able to read does not mean you understand what you read. 
➢ Your child might sound like a good reader but may not necessarily understand       

what the text means.



The National Curriculum Year 3 and 4

➢ By the beginning of year 3, pupils should be able to read books written at an age 
appropriate interest level. 

➢ They should be able to read them accurately and at a speed that is sufficient for them to 
focus on understanding what they read rather than on decoding individual words. 

➢ They should be able to decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary, 
making a good approximation to the word’s pronunciation. 

➢ As their decoding skills become increasingly secure, teaching should be directed more 
towards developing their vocabulary and the breadth and depth of their reading, making 
sure that they become independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers who read widely 
and frequently. 

➢ They should be developing their understanding and enjoyment of stories, poetry, plays 
and non-fiction, and learning to read silently.

➢ They should also be developing their knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about 
a wide range of subjects. 

➢ They should be learning to justify their views about what they have read: with support at 
the start of year 3 and increasingly independently by the end of year 4.



National Curriculum Years 5 and 6

➢ By the beginning of year 5, pupils should be able to read aloud a wider range of poetry 
and books written at an age-appropriate interest level with accuracy and at a 
reasonable speaking pace. They should be able to read most words effortlessly and to 
work out how to pronounce unfamiliar written words with increasing automaticity.

➢ They should be reading widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure 
and information. They should be able to read silently, with good understanding, inferring 
the meanings of unfamiliar words, and then discuss what they have read.

➢ During years 5 and 6, teachers should continue to emphasise pupils’ enjoyment and 
understanding of language, especially vocabulary, to support their reading and writing. 
Pupils’ knowledge of language, gained from stories, plays, poetry, non-fiction and 
textbooks, will support their increasing fluency as readers, their facility as writers, and 
their comprehension.



Encouraging Reading in the Classroom 

Not only do we want the children to learn how to read, we want the children to 
ENJOY reading. To ensure this happens in school we have:

➢ Reading corners that are vibrant and stimulating. They are filled with a selection of 
books fiction, non-fiction, magazines, poetry, graphic novels etc.

➢ Year groups 3-6 all have a selection of ‘Key Texts’ full of age-appropriate 
books that children are encouraged to read.  

➢ Class novels are books that are linked to the half termly topic. They are often 
exciting, but challenging texts that can be used for reading and writing activities 
during English lessons.

➢ We have a well-stocked library - with a wide selection of fiction and non-fiction 
books.



How we Develop Reading Skills

➢ Whole class reading - We use our class novel linked to our topic. We use this book 
to teach key reading objectives.

➢ One to one reading with teachers and teaching assistants - to 
check fluency and comprehension.

➢ Reading for Pleasure - Silent Reading - to promote enjoyment 
of reading and stamina.

➢ Reading across the curriculum - books linked with Religion, Science, History 
Geography etc.

➢ Reading aloud to the class - a range of different stories, poems - to 
promote understanding of tone and expression when reading aloud, as 
well as enjoyment of different books.



Expectations Key Stage 2 SATs test Reading

➢ The English reading test has more focus on fictional texts. 
➢ There is also a great emphasis on the comprehension elements of the curriculum 

(inference and deduction). 
➢ The expectation for vocabulary understanding and reading stamina is high. The test 

consists of a reading booklet with 3 texts (approx. 2300 words) and a separate 
answer booklet. 

➢ The timing of the test is one hour.
➢ The least demanding of the texts will come first with the following texts increasing in 

difficulty. 
➢ Children need to score 29/50 to reach expected standard and 41/50 to reach greater 

depth.
➢ Last year 100% of children reached expected standard and reached greater depth.



 Understanding the Text - Reading Skills we Teach

  



Vocabulary



Infer



Predict

Identify who the characters might be?
What is the setting? Look at the clues?
What might happen in this story?
What do you think the butterflies represent?
What do the words mean in the bottom right corner? 
How do these words give you a clue about the story?



Explain
Example question:
What are the sirens and why are they dangerous? 
Model (Think about how you will open you sentence, structure your answer 
and explain what you know)
The sirens are………………They are dangerous because…………..I know this 
because………….



Retrieval



Summarise

What happens in this prologue?

Can you summarise the prologue in fifty words? 

10 words?

1 word?



An Example of a Starter Activity



Reading with your Children

Did you know that if you can’t read 5% of words in a text, the meaning 
becomes lost? This is why it is so important to read with your child to 
help them overcome unfamiliar or tricky words, so that they understand 
what they are reading. 

Reading to and with your child every evening for at least ten minutes 
can make a dramatic difference to a child’s achievement within school. 
A report from the Oxford University Press highlighted the importance of 
parents reading with their children: ‘Children who read outside of class 
are 13 times more likely to read above the expected level for their age’. 



How Can You Help at Home? 

➢ Make reading visible; have books available in your home  and let your child see you 
reading. Children need to see that reading is something adults do too. 

➢ Explore different types of books; classic fiction, chapter books, short stories, joke books, poetry, 
non-fiction.  

➢ Shared reading  - read your favourite book, or your child’s current favourite book to them. 
➢ Read slowly, with expression, mood and tone. Use different  voices for characters. Ensure they       

read to punctuation marks. 
➢ Talk about what is happening in the book and what might happen next. 
➢ Encourage your child to read at bedtime - and at any other time! 
➢ Use open questions to help develop comprehension skills such as:

 
What do you like about this book? 
What do you like about the characters? 
Why do you think this is a good story? 



Reading Homework

➢ Children should read every night. Children have been given a reading record so that they can record 
which book they are reading and very importantly jot down any words they don’t know. 

➢ Years 3 and 4 parents should check the record and add their own comment when they listen to their 
child read - once or twice a week. By Year 5 /6 pupils can read independently and can complete the 
reading record themselves, however please check your child's reading record every week, just to 
make sure they are reading as much as possible. It is also important that when you listen to your child 
read you ask comprehension questions where possible to check their understanding. Comments about 
how they are getting on is much appreciated. They are encouraged to choose books from their Key 
Text class list so that by the end of the year they have read as many recommended books as possible.

➢ Children are given a comprehension piece of homework weekly. This is an important part of their 
learning and will help them to develop their understanding.  If your child is having difficulty with this 
homework. try to guide them to an answer rather than tell them the answers.

➢ Children are also encouraged to read about their class topic at home. They can use library books, 
computers or Kindles to find information. This will help them to deepen their subject knowledge in 
other lessons, and improve their general knowledge.

         



Other Thoughts

 



 

 



 

 


